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clusively to his brother's letters, adding only such brief illustrative re- 
marks as are necessary to preserve the thread of the narrative. The 
letters are written in an unpretending style, and furnish a very inter- 
esting narrative of the events in which Major Hodson acted so honor- 
able a part, while they reveal to us the whole character of the man. 
They show how worthy he was of the affection which his friends 
lavished on him, and how faithfully he endeavored to discharge every 
duty as a soldier and a man. Both as a contribution to the history of 
India and as a personal memoir, the volume is a welcome addition to 
recent works of its class. 



13. — The Logic of Political Economy, and other Papers. By 
Thomas De Quincey, Author of " Confessions of an English 
Opium-Eater," etc. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 16mo. 
pp. 387. 

There is no more striking characteristic of Mr. De Quincey's writ- 
ings than the remarkable versatility of their author. Within the long 
period of his literary life he has been one of the most industrious of 
men ; and a distribution of the papers contained in the twenty -two 
volumes of his Miscellaneous Writings would afford specimens of nearly 
every kind of prose composition. Even the single volume before us 
comprises papers in the four departments of political economy, history, 
biography, and fiction ; and several of the previous volumes exhibit as 
great a variety. It is scarcely to be expected, however, that one who 
tries his hand at so many kinds of pen-craft should always excel ; yet 
such is the force of De Quincey's intellect, the brilliancy of his imagina- 
tion, and the charm of his style, that he throws a new and peculiar 
interest over every subject which he discusses, while his fictitious nar- 
ratives in general rivet the attention of the reader with a power not 
easily resisted. In the volume now before us, the first and longest 
paper presents a very ingenious and elaborate discussion of some of the 
fundamental principles of political economy, with especial reference to 
the meaning to be attached to the term " value," but also touching the 
subjects of rent, wages, and profits. Like all of Mr. De Quincey's criti- 
cal and controversial papers, this essay evinces great logical acuteness, 
uncommon wealth of illustration, and a peculiar fondness for the discus- 
sion of collateral topics. Following this we have a brief sketch of the 
Life of Milton, accompanied by a characteristic and truculent Preface, 
in which Dr. Johnson is assailed with much spirit for his attack on 
Milton ; and a short paper on The Suliotes, designed as a supplement 



I860.] book of Raphael's madonnas. 273 

to the essay on The Revolution of Greece in a former volume of this 
collection. The remainder of the volume is composed of four tales of 
the same strongly-marked character with Klosterheim and The Span- 
ish Nun, and showing scarcely less power. Great as is De Quincey's 
skill as an essayist, he is scarcely less remarkable as a writer of short 
imaginative sketches. 



14. — The Money King, and other Poems. By John G. Saxe. 
Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 16mo. pp.182. 

The two principal poems in this collection were prepared for college 
festivals, one for the anniversary of the Phi Beta Kappa Society of 
Yale College, the other for the anniversary of the Literary Societies of 
Brown University. They have the characteristic merits and faults of 
the class of poems to which they belong. Their versification is smooth 
and easy, their humor is genial, and their satire is good-natured. If 
they unfold only simple and obvious truths, they enforce those truths by 
well-chosen illustrations, and their tone is always healthful. Unam- 
bitious in their plan and execution, they will compare favorably with a 
very large proportion of similar compositions. The remaining pieces 
are for the most part short poems and ballads, written since the publi- 
cation of Mr. Saxe's previous volume, ten years ago. Like the longer 
poems, they belong to the department of humorous and satirical liter- 
ature ; and they are marked by the same general characteristics. 
There are, however, a few poems of a graver cast, which deserve 
special commendation, and show that Mr. Saxe is much more than a 
humorist and satirist. 



15. — Booh of Raphaels Madonnas. By James P. Walker. New 
York : Leavitt and Allen. 1860. 4to. pp. 104. Photographs 13. 

Perhaps no instrumentality has done so much toward the develop- 
ment of art in this country as the annual publication of elegantly bound 
and illustrated gift-books. True, the larger portion of these books are 
annuals, or less, as to their hold on the interest of the limited young- 
lady public, for whose benefit chiefly they have been issued. But they 
have a permanent historical value, as marking rapid stages of progress 
in the taste, skill, and enterprise enlisted in their preparation. The 
earliest books of this class were ludicrously coarse and mean ; and yet 
we remember well the sincere, though brief, admiration with which at 



